
Vehicle Inspection Form

Inspection Data
Date           
Time
Weather 
Conditions
Inspected By
Report By
 

Customer (Potential Buyer) Info
Name
Address

Phone □ Home _______________________  □ Work ___________________  □ Cell/Pager ________________

Email
Method of 
Payment 
for this  
Report

□Cash □ Check □ Money Order □ Paypal
□ Visa □ MasterCard □Discover □American Express
Account Number: ____________________________
Expiration Date: _____________________________

Vehicle Owner Info
Name
Address

Major cross 
streets
Directions 
Phone □ Home _______________________  □ Work ___________________  

□ Cell/Pager ________________

Email
Appointment 
time



Vehicle Info
Year □19_____ □20_____

Make
Model
Color
Body Style □ Car □2dr sedan  □4dr sedan □Convertible □ Sports/Roadster  

           □ 3dr hatch □ 5dr hatch  □ Station wagon

□ Pickup – – □2dr reg. cab □2dr ext. cab □ 4dr ext. cab □ 4dr crew cab 

□ Van – full size □Cargo van □ Passenger van 
                           □ Split rear dors    □ Single rear door 
                           □ Split side doors  □ Sliding side door

□ Minivan – short wheel base or standard □ Minivan – long wheel base

□ SUV -- □2dr □ 4dr □ Full size □ Mid-size □ Small

□ Other ___________________________________

Body 
Material

□ Steel 
□ Aluminum 
□ Fiberglass 
□ Composite/carbon fiber 
□ Could not determine

VIN Verified: Dashboard Door Jamb Body Tag

Engine □ Litres □ Cu. In.  □ Could not determine size

Transmission □Automatic □Manual □CVT □3spd □4spd □5spd □6spd □7spd 

Drive train FWD  RWD AWD 4x4
Mileage (showing on odometer) □ Miles □ KM □ Owner states odometer 

error/rollover □ Obviously incorrect
□ Mileage not visible (electronic odometer inop)

Warranty 
Remaining?

□Yes
  Warranty provided by: ___________________
□No

Length Overall:   _____ Years, __________ Miles
Remaining: _____ Years, ______________ Miles



Body Condition
Paint □ Glossy □ Faded  □ Delamination evident  □ Swirls in paint  □ Orange peel  □ Fish eye

□ Overspray evident  □ Body filler evident

Wheels Plain steel Steel w/wheel covers Factory Aluminum After market  Mixed

Left Front      □Good □Missing Wheel Cover □Missing Center Cap □Curb rash □Bent □Corrosion

Right Front    □Good □Missing Wheel Cover □Missing Center Cap □Curb rash □Bent □Corrosion

Right Rear      □Good □Missing Wheel Cover □Missing Center Cap □Curb rash □Bent □Corrosion

Left Rear       □Good □Missing Wheel Cover □Missing Center Cap □Curb rash □Bent □Corrosion

Collision 
Damage?

□None obvious 
□Yes -- unrepaired
□ Yes – repaired

□ Owner states repairs made:
    Damage Type: ____________________________________________
    Repairs made by: __________________________________________
    Date of repair:  ____________________________________________

□ Owner disclaims knowledge of prior accidents

Body Panels LF Fender   
□Clean □Large ding(s) □Small ding(s) □Chipped paint □Scratches □Surface rust □Rust hole

Hood        
□Clean □Large ding(s) □Small ding(s) □Chipped paint □Scratches □Surface rust □Rust hole

FT Bumper
 □Clean □Large ding(s) □Small ding(s) □Chipped paint □Scratches □Surface rust □Rust hole

RF Fender  
 □Clean □Large ding(s) □Small ding(s) □Chipped paint □Scratches □Surface rust □Rust hole

RF Door
 □Clean □Large ding(s) □Small ding(s) □Chipped paint □Scratches □Surface rust □Rust hole



Body Condition
RR Door 
□Clean □Large ding(s) □Small ding(s) □Chipped paint □Scratches □Surface rust □Rust hole  

Right Rear Qtr Panel
□Clean □Large ding(s) □Small ding(s) □Chipped paint □Scratches □Surface rust □Rust hole

Decklid/Hatch   
□Clean □Large ding(s) □Small ding(s) □Chipped paint □Scratches □Surface rust □Rust hole

Pickup box – interior 
 □Clean □Large ding(s) □Small ding(s) □Chipped paint □Scratches □Surface rust □Rust hole

R Bumper
□Clean □Large ding(s) □Small ding(s) □Chipped paint □Scratches □Surface rust □Rust hole

Left Rear Qtr Panel
□Clean □Large ding(s) □Small ding(s) □Chipped paint □Scratches □Surface rust □Rust hole

LR Door
□Clean □Large ding(s) □Small ding(s) □Chipped paint □Scratches □Surface rust □Rust hole

LF Door
□Clean □Large ding(s) □Small ding(s) □Chipped paint □Scratches □Surface rust □Rust hole

Roof
□Clean □Large ding(s) □Small ding(s) □Chipped paint □Scratches □Surface rust □Rust hole

Glass Windshield
□ Good condition
□ Cracks
□ Chipped
□ Scratches
□ Missing panel

Back window
□ Good condition
□ Cracks
□ Chipped
□ Scratches
□ Missing panel

Driver Front Door
□ Good condition
□ Cracks
□ Chipped
□ Scratches
□ Missing panel

Passenger Front Door
□ Good condition
□ Cracks
□ Chipped
□ Scratches
□ Missing panel



Body Condition
Driver Rear door
□ Good condition
□ Cracks
□ Chipped
□ Scratches
□ Missing panel
□ N/A

Passenger Rear Door
□ Good condition
□ Cracks
□ Chipped
□ Scratches
□ Missing panel
□ N/A

Driver Rear Quarter Glass
□ Good condition
□ Cracks
□ Chipped
□ Scratches
□ Missing panel
□ N/A

Passenger Rear Quarter Glass
□ Good condition
□ Cracks
□ Chipped
□ Scratches
□ Missing panel
□ N/A

Misc items □ Roof rack
□Spare tire carrier
□ Trailer hitch □Wiring
□ Running boards
□ Fog lamps

Front wipers blades: 
  □ Good 
  □ Need replacement

Rear wiper blades
  □ Not equipped
  □ Good
  □ Need replacement

□ Radio antenna
□ Spoiler
□ Continental kit
□ Body customizations 
________________________________
________________________________
__________________
□ Special paint 
_____________________

Mirrors Driver door rear view
□ Good condition
□ Cracks
□ Chipped
□ Scratches
□ Inoperative
□ Missing

Passenger door rear view
□ Good condition
□ Cracks
□ Chipped
□ Scratches
□ Inoperative
□ Missing/Not Equipped

Windshield rear view
□ Good condition
□ Cracks
□ Chipped
□ Scratches
□ Inoperative
□ Missing/Not Equipped



Exterior Lighting
Headlamps □ Functioning properly

□ Cloudy lens
□ Water intrusion
□ Cracked lens □ Right □ Left

Front turn 
indicator 
lamps

□ Functioning properly
□ Cloudy lens
□ Water intrusion
□ Cracked lens: □ Right □ Left

Side 
markers

□ Functioning properly
□ Cloudy lens
□ Water intrusion
□ Cracked lens: □ Right front □ Left front □ Right rear □ Left rear

Fog lamps □ Functioning properly
□ Cloudy lens
□ Water intrusion
□ Cracked lens □Right □Left

Tail lamps □ Functioning properly
□ Cloudy lens
□ Water intrusion
□ Cracked lens □ Right □Left



Interior
Carpet □ As new 

□ Clean/normal wear 
□ Stains 
□ Rips/tears □ Missing
□ Wet

Seats □ Leather interior □ Cloth interior
□ Belts missing
□ Torn fabric
□ Stains
□ Cigarette burns

Dashboard □ Good condition □ Cracks □ Missing accessories 
□ Displaying warning indicator(s)  

HVAC Control □Automatic 
□Dual zone left/right 
□ Dual zone front/rear 
□ No A/C         

□ Functions properly – all modes
□ A/C inop
□ Heat inop
□ Electric defroster inop
□ Front defroster inop
□ Dash vents inop
□ Floor vents inop
□ Rear control inop
□ Rear vents inop



Electronic Equipment

Navigation 
System

□ Not equipped
□ Functions properly
□ Missing CD/DVD
□ GPS inop

Sound 
System

□ Not equipped
□ Functions properly
□ Speaker(s) inop
□ CD Player inop □ Not equipped
□ Tape Player inop □ Not equipped
□ Poor sound quality
□ Poor radio reception

DVD/VHS 
System

□ Not equipped
□ Functions properly
□ Inop

Power locks □ Not equipped
□ Functions properly
□  Inop □ Partial □ Total

Power 
Windows

□ Not equipped
□ Functions properly
□  Inop □ Partial □ Total

Power seats Driver's side
□ Not equipped
□ Functions properly
□  Inop □ Partial □ Total

Passenger side
□ Not equipped
□ Functions properly
□  Inop □ Partial □ Total

Front 
Wipers and 
Washers

□ Functions properly
□ Delay inop
□ Washer inop
□ Park inop

Rear Wiper 
and washer

□ Not equipped
□ Functions properly
□ Delay inop
□ Washer inop
□ Park inop



Tires 
Left Front Make:

Size:
Whitewall?     □Yes □No
Tread depth:
Wear pattern: □Even □Inboard wear □Outboard wear □Cupped □Bald □Showing wear bars

Right Front Make: □Same
Size:   □ Same
Whitewall?     □Yes □No
Tread depth:
Wear pattern: □Even □Inboard wear □Outboard wear □Cupped □Bald □Showing wear bars

Right Rear Make: □Same
Size:   □ Same
Whitewall?     □Yes □No
Tread depth:
Wear pattern: □Even □Inboard wear □Outboard wear □Cupped □Bald □Showing wear bars

Left Rear Make: □Same
Size:   □ Same
Whitewall?     □Yes □No
Tread depth:
Wear pattern: □Even □Inboard wear □Outboard wear □Cupped □Bald □Showing wear bars



Suspension
Shocks/Struts RF   □ Bounce okay □ Poor damping □ Excessive noise □ Leaking

LF   □ Bounce okay □ Poor damping □ Excessive noise □ Leaking
RR  □ Bounce okay □ Poor damping □ Excessive noise □ Leaking
LR   □ Bounce okay □ Poor damping □ Excessive noise □ Leaking

Ball joints LF □ Appears okay □ Excessive play □ grease boot torn □ Could not inspect 
RF □ Appears okay □ Excessive play □ grease boot torn □ Could not inspect 

Control arms LF □ Appears okay □ Excessive play □ bent  □ cracks □ Could not inspect 
RF □ Appears okay □ Excessive play □ bent  □ cracks □ Could not inspect 
LR □ Appears okay □ Excessive play □ bent  □ cracks □ Could not inspect 
RR □ Appears okay □ Excessive play □ bent  □ cracks □ Could not inspect 

Springs LF □ Appears okay □ Sags □ cracks evident □ Could not inspect 
RF □ Appears okay □ Sags □ cracks evident □ Could not inspect 
LR □ Appears okay □ Sags □ cracks evident □ Could not inspect 
RR □ Appears okay □ Sags □ cracks evident □ Could not inspect 



Engine compartment inspection
Engine □ Appears okay

□ Oil leaks
□ Collision damage
□ Missing parts

Compression check
□ Could not inspect 
□ Cyl 1 _____ PSI  □ Cyl 2 _____ PSI  □ Cyl 3 _____ PSI  □ Cyl 4 _____ PSI  □ Cyl 5_____ PSI
□ Cyl 6 _____ PSI  □ Cyl 7 _____ PSI  □ Cyl 8 _____ PSI  □ Cyl 9 _____ PSI  □ Cyl 10 _____ PSI

Oil Pressure
□ Could not inspect 
□ Hot: _____ PSI   □ Cold: _____ PSI

Throttle body □ Clean 
□ Heavy varnish
□ Could not inspect 

 Engine Oil Level □OK □Low □High □ Clean □ Dirty 

Owner stated viscosity used: _______________
Owner stated change interval:_______________

Sample for analysis: □ Collected □ Not collected

Oil Filler Cap 
      □ Clean 
      □ Evidence of sludge 
      □ Heavy varnish

Engine 
Controller

□ Appears okay
□ Has code(s) 

Power 
Steering 
Pump

Fluid level: □Okay □Low □High □Excessively dirty
□ Noisy
□ Leaking

Alternator □ Appears okay
□ Excessively noisy
□ Corrosion
□ Recently replaced 

A/C 
Compressor

□ Appears okay
□ Excessively noisy
□ Corrosion
□ Recently replaced 



Engine compartment inspection
Radiator □ Appears okay

□ Leaking
□ Corrosion/fin rot
□ Recently replaced 

Radiator  
Hoses

□ Appear okay
□ Need replacement
□ Leaking
□ Recently replaced 

Belts □ Appears okay
□ Excessively noisy
□ Worn/needing replacement
□ Recently replaced 

Coolant □ Appears okay
□ Low specific gravity
□ Mismatched with factory spec

Master 
Cylinder

Fluid level: □ Okay □ Low  □ Excessively dirty
□ Leaking

Power Brake 
Booster

□ Appears okay
□ Evidence of fluid leak
□ Vacuum leak
□ Recently replaced 

Brake lines □ Appear okay
□ Evidence of fluid leak

Battery □ Appears okay □ Obvious damage
□ Full cells □ Low cell(s) □ Maintenance free
□ Corrosion: □ Light □ Heavy
□ Date code: _____________
□ Original Equipment □ Replacement: Brand___________
□ CCA: ____________
□ BCI Group Number: ___________
□ Appears undersized for application



Drive Train Inspection
Transmission Fluid level: □Okay □Low □High □Excessively dirty □ Could not inspect 

□ Leaking
□ Burnt odor
□ Smooth engagement □ Poor engagement
□ Kickdown functioning
□ Reverse functioning
□ Neutral safety switch/backup lamps function □ Okay  □ Defective  □ Could not inspect 

Differential □ Integral with transaxle
□ Separate sump
    □ Could not inspect
    Fluid level □ Okay □ Low □ Could not inspect 

CV Axle 
shafts

□ Appear okay
□ Torn boots: □ Left inner □ Left Outer □ Right inner □Right Outer
□ Recently replaced: □ Left □ Right

RWD or 4X4 
Prop Shaft

□ Appear okay
□ Damage apparent
□ Universal /CV joints needing replacement
□ Could not inspect 

Transfer case □ Functions properly
□ Did not shift into 4wd High Range
□ Did not shift into 4wd Low Range
□ Grinding/unusual noises
□ Could not inspect 



Brake Inspection 
Left Front □ Fresh replacement

□ Worn pads
□ Rotor pitted/grooved
□ Signs of excessive heat
□ Signs of warpage
□ Wear indicator rubbing
□ Could not inspect 

Right Front □ Fresh replacement
□ Worn pads
□ Rotor pitted/grooved
□ Signs of excessive heat
□ Signs of warpage
□ Wear indicator rubbing
□ Could not inspect 

Right Rear □ Fresh replacement
□ Worn pads
□ Rotor pitted/grooved
□ Signs of excessive heat
□ Signs of warpage
□ Wear indicator rubbing
□ Could not inspect 

Left Rear □ Fresh replacement
□ Worn pads
□ Rotor pitted/grooved
□ Signs of excessive heat
□ Signs of warpage
□ Wear indicator rubbing
□ Could not inspect 



Test Drive 
Engine □ Normal startup

□  Extended cranking
□  Would not start
□  Slow cranking
□ Rough idle
□ Smoke from exhaust □Black □ White □ Other
□ Normal acceleration □ Poor acceleration: □ hesitation □ bogs □ stalls □ Other: ____________

Exhaust  
noise 

□ Normal 
□ Excessive exhaust noise
□ Aftermarket exhaust installed

Transmission □ Normal engagement in all gears
□ Delayed upshift
□  Delayed downshift
□ Slips (auto transmission)
□  Excessive noise

Clutch engagement: □ Smooth □ Jerky □ High effort required □ Slips

Braking □ Normal braking
□ Excessive distance to brake
□ Excessive noise in stopping □ Grinding □ Squeaking □ Chatter
□ Pedal pulsation
□ Changes vehicle direction (pulls)

Handling □ Smooth ride □ Bumpy ride/poor suspension damping
□ Excessive squat/dive

Steering □ Normal, tight
□ Excessive steering wheel play
□ Clunks, other noises
□ Directional pull
□ Steering wheel off-center when traveling straight on level road

Copyright Notice:
This vehicle inspection form is Copyright ©2006-2007 by Geoff Gariepy (geoff.gariepy@gmail.com). 
License to reproduce this form unmodified for your own vehicle inspection(s) is hereby granted, 
provided that this Copyright notice is reproduced in its entirety.  This copyright notice must also 
include the following: “Geoff Gariepy is available for vehicle inspections in the Detroit metropolitan 
area.  Contact him either at the email address above, or by telephone at (313)506-7295.”


